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 F. No. J-11011/352/2010-IA II(I)   

Government of India 
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 

Impact Assessment Division 
*** 

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, 
Jal Wing, 3rd Floor, Aliganj,  

Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-110 003 
 

Dated:    8th August, 2022  
To, 
 

M/s. Great Eastern Energy Corporation Ltd., 
M-10, ADDA Industrial Area,  
PO - Ramkrishna Mission, Asansol  
Burdwan, West Bengal.  

        

Sub: Expansion of exploration and production of Coal Bed 
Methane Gas in Raniganj (South) CBM Block, West Bengal 
by M/s Great Eastern Energy Corporation Ltd. - Amendment 
(Extension) in Environmental Clearance regarding.    

Sir, 
  This refers to your online proposal No. IA/WB/IND2/276338/2022 

dated 03rd June, 2022 for amendment (extension) in the environmental 
clearance to the above mentioned project.   

 
2. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has 
considered the above proposal for extension of validity of environmental 
clearance granted by the Ministry vide letter No. J-11011/352/2010- 
IA.II(I) dated 24th November, 2011 and EC extension granted up to 24th 
November 2021 for the Project Expansion of exploration and production of 
Coal Bed Methane Gas in Raniganj (South) CBM Block, West Bengal in 
favour of M/s. Great Eastern Energy Corporation Ltd.     

3. The project proponent has requested for extension of validity of 
EC with the details are as under.  

 
S. 
No. 

EC issued by 
MoEF&CC 
 

Period of 
Extension  

Justification/ 
reasons 

1. F. No. J-
11011/352/2010- 
IA.II(I) dated 
24th November, 
2011 
 

1 year EC validity extension has already 
been granted by MoEFCC dated 1st 
May, 2019 till 24th November, 2021. 
Latest Notification dated 12th April, 
2022 also states EC is valid till 10 
years and as per MoEF&CC 



Page 2 of 3 
 

notification dated 18th January, 
2021, a 1-year extension in the 
validity of EC was granted due to 
reasons of Covid Pandemic. Thus, 
the Current EC is having validity till 
24th November 2022. 
In the last seven years, GEECL has 
drilled 56 wells. Before drilling 
additional wells, GEECL has 
prioritized getting drilled wells 
pumped off and producing gas. As 
per our CBM Consultants it is not 
recommended to start a new drilling 
program until the current inventory 
of wells is producing to their full 
potential and the production 
behaviour of the targeted coal 
reservoirs is fully understood. 
Furthermore, the outbreak of Covid-
19 in 2020, followed by subsequent 
lockdowns, has delayed the planned 
field development activities.  
  
The Project Proponent has 
requested for the EC extension for 
period of 1 year to complete the 
remaining work (144 wells (124 
CBM production wells and 20 Shale 
Exploratory wells) with reference to 
MoEF&CC notification dated 12th 
April, 2022. 
 
GEECL is currently planning to start 
drilling activities which are approved 
as part of 200 wells drilling 
programme starting from current 
fiscal year. GEECL will also 
commence drilling of Shale gas 
exploratory core wells starting from 
current fiscal year to understand the 
commercial viability of the Shale 
beds present within the Raniganj 
formation.  
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4. Based on recommendations of the EAC, the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change hereby accords approval to the proposed 
amendments in the environmental clearance dated 24th November, 2011 
as stated in para 3 above, for the project Expansion of exploration and 
production of Coal Bed Methane Gas in Raniganj (South) CBM 
Block, West Bengal by M/s. Great Eastern Energy Corporation Ltd.    
  
5. As per extant rules, the maximum EC validity for oil and gas sector 
projects shall be 10 years. The Expert Appraisal Committee, after detailed 
deliberations recommended for extension of validity for 1 year as per 
OM dated 12th April, 2022 in the EC vide letter No. J-11011/352/2010- 
IA.II(I) dated 24th November, 2011 till 24th November, 2023, with all 
other terms and conditions remain unchanged. 
  
6. This issues with approval of the competent authority.          
 

  
(A. N. Singh) 
Scientist-'E' 

Copy to: - 
 

1. The Principal Secretary, Department of Environment & Forest, 5th  
Floor, Pranisampad Bhawan, Block LB-II, Salt Lake, Sector III, 
Bidhannagar, Kolkata – 700 106 

2. The Regional Officer, Ministry of Env., Forest and Climate Change, 
Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata IB – 198, Sector-III, Salt Lake 
City, Kolkata - 700106 

3. The Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, Parivesh 
Bhawan, East Arjun Nagar, Delhi - 32 

4. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Paribesh 
Bhawan 10A, Block-LA, Sector-III Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700 106 

5. Monitoring Cell, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi 

6. District Collector, Burdwan, West Bengal 
7. Guard File/Monitoring File/ Parivesh Portal /Record File 

 
 

(A. N. Singh) 
Scientist-'E' 

     E-mail: aditya.narayan@nic.in  
Tel. No. 11-24642176 
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असाधारण  

EXTRAORDINARY 

भाग II—खण् ड 3—उप-खण् ड (ii)  

PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii) 

प्राजधकार स ेप्रकाजित 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

 

पयाावरण, वन और िलवाय ुपररवतान मतं्रालय 

अजधसचूना 

नई ददल्ली, 18 िनवरी, 2021 

का.आ. 221(अ).— कें द्रीय सरकार, तत्कालीन पयाावरण और वन मंत्रालय में, पयाावरण (संरक्षण) अजधजनयम, 

1986 की धारा 3 की उप-धारा (1) और उप-धारा (2) के खंड (v) के अधीन अपनी िजियों के प्रयोग करत ेहुए, पयाावरण 

समाघात जनधाारण अजधसूचना, 2006 (जिसे इसके बाद उि अजधसूचना कहा गया ह)ै संख्या का. आ. 1533 (अ), तारीख 

14 जसतंबर, 2006 द्वारा प्रकाजित दकया िा चुका ह,ै उि अजधसूचना की अनुसूची में सभी संबंजधत सूचीबद्ध नई 

पररयोिनाओं या दियाकलापों के जलए उनके जवस्ट्तार और आधुजनकीकरण और/या उत्पाद जमश्रण में पररवतान दकया िा 

सकता ह ैयथाजस्ट्थजत, भूजम को अजभप्राप्त करन ेके जसवाय, पररयोिना प्रबंधन द्वारा दकसी भी संजनमााण काया या भूजम को 

तैयार करने से पूवा संबंजधत जवजनयामक प्राजधकरण से पूवा पयाावरणीय अनापजि अपेजक्षत होगी ।  

और कोरोना वायरस (कोजवड-19) के प्रकोप को देखत े हुए और तत्पश्चात इसके जनयतं्रण के जलए घोजित 

लॉकडाउन (कुल या आंजिक) ने , क्षेत्र में पररयोिनाओं या दियाकलापों के कायाान्वयन को प्रभाजवत दकया ह।ै पयाावरण 

और वन िलवायु पररवतान मंत्रालय उि अजधसूचना में अनजु्ञात अजधकतम अवजध से परे पूवा पयाावरणीय अनापजियों की 

जवजधमान्यता के जवस्ट्तार के जलए अनुरोधों की संख्या प्राजप्त में है, क्योंदक कोजवड 19 महामारी अभी तक समाप्त नहीं हुई ह।ै 

मामले की उि मंत्रालय में समीक्षा की गई ह ैऔर चचता इस तथ्य को ध्यान में रखत ेहुए ह ैदक लॉकडाउन (कुल या आंजिक) 

के कारण, क्षेत्र में दियाकलापों को िारी रखना करिन हो सकता ह।ै 

   

स.ं    201] नई ददल्ली, सोमवार, िनवरी 18, 2021/पौि 28, 1942  

No.  201] NEW DELHI, MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021/PAUSHA 28, 1942  

सी.जी.-डी.एल.-अ.-18012021-224513
CG-DL-E-18012021-224513
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अत: अब, कें द्रीय सरकार,  पयाावरण (संरक्षण) जनयम, 1986 के जनयम 5 के (4) खंड के साथ परित पयाावरण 

(संरक्षण) अजधजनयम, 1986 (1986 का 29) की धारा 3 की उप-धारा (1) की उप-धारा (2) के  खंड (v) द्वारा प्रदि 

िजियों का प्रयोग करते हुए, लोक जहत में उि जनयमों के जनयम 5 के उप-जनयम (3) के खंड (क) के अधीन नोरिस की 

अपेक्षा अजभमुजि के पश्चात भारत के रािपत्र असाधारण, भाग- II, खंड 3, उपखंड (II), में प्रकाजित, भारत सरकार की 

तत्कालीन पयाावरण और वन मंत्रालय अजधसूचना का.आ.1533 (अ), तारीख 14 जसतंबर, 2006, में जनम्नजलजखत और 

संिोधन करती ह,ै  अथाात:् - 

उि अजधसूचना में,  

(i) उप िीिा II “चरण (2)_जवस्ट्तारण”, के अधीन परैा 7 के उप पैरा 7(i) में, खंड (viii) के पश्चात जनम्नजलजखत खंड 

अंत:स्ट्थाजपत दकया िाएगा अथाात्: - 

“(ix) उपरोि में अंतर्ववष्ट दकसी बात के होते हुए, 1 अप्रैल 2020 से 31 माचा 2021 की अवजध में कोरोना वायरस 

(कोजवड-19) के प्रकोप को देखते हुए और तत्पश्चात इसके जनयंत्रण के जलए घोजित लॉकडाउन (कुल या आंजिक) 

की दजृष्ट में इस अजधसूचना के उपबंधो के अधीन मंिूर संदभा की ितों की जवजधमान्यता की अवजध की गणना के 

प्रयोिन के जलए जवचार नहीं दकया िाएगा ,तथाजप उि संदभा की ितों के संबंध में इस अवजध के दौरान 

अपनाए गए सभी दियाकलाप जवजधमान्य समझे िाएंग े।”; 

(ii) पैरा 9 क के स्ट्थान पर, जनम्नजलजखत पैरा रखा िाएगा, अथाात् : - 

"9 क. इस अजधसूचना में अतंर्ववष्ट दकसी बात के होत ेहुए, 1 अप्रैल 2020 से 31 माचा 2021की अवजध में कोरोना 

वायरस (कोजवड-19) के प्रकोप को देखते हुए और तत्पश्चात इसके जनयंत्रण के जलए घोजित लॉकडाउन (कुल या आंजिक) 

की दजृष्ट में इस अजधसूचना के उपबंधो के अधीन मंिूर पूवा पयाावरणीय अनापजि की जवजधमान्यताकी अवजध की गणना के 

प्रयोिन के जलए जवचार नहीं दकया िाएगा ,तथाजप उि पयाावरणीय अनापजि के संबंध में इस अवजध के दौरान अपनाए 

गए सभी दियाकलाप जवजधमान्य समझ ेिाएंगे ।”; 

                                                [फा. सं. 22-25/2020-आईए.III]                       

गीता मेनन, संयुि सजचव  

रिप्पण : मलू अजधसूचना भारत के रािपत्र, असाधारण, भाग II, खंड 3, उप-खंड (ii) संख्या का.आ. 1533 (अ), तारीख    

14 जसतंबर, 2006 द्वारा प्रकाजित की गई थी और अजधसूचना अजधसूचना संख्या का.आ. 4254 (अ),तारीख 

27 नवंबर, 2020 द्वारा अंजतम बार संिोधन दकया गया था। 

 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 18th January, 2021 

S.O. 221(E).—Whereas, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests, in 

exercise of its powers by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 (hereinafter referred to as the said 

notification) vide number S.O.1533(E), dated the 14
th

 September, 2006, making the requirement of prior 

environmental clearance from the concerned regulatory authority mandatory for all new projects or activities listed in 

the Schedule to the said notification, their expansion and modernisation and/or change in product mix, as the case may 

be, before any construction work or preparation of land by the project management except for securing the land;  

And whereas, in view of the outbreak of Corona Virus (COVID-19) and subsequent lockdowns (total or 

partial) declared for its control, implementation of projects or activities in the field has been affected. Ministry of 
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Environment, Forest and Climate Change is in receipt of number of requests for extension of the validity of prior 

environmental clearances beyond the maximum period allowed in the said notification, as the COVID-19 pandemic 

has not yet come to an end. The matter has been examined in the said Ministry and the concern is genuine keeping in 

view the fact that due to lockdowns (total or partial), continuation of activities in the field has been difficult. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of 

section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment 

(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause 

(a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules in public interest, hereby makes the following further amendments in the 

notification of Government of India, in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests, number S.O. 1533 (E), 

dated the 14
th

 September, 2006, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-II, Section 3, Sub-section (II), 

namely:- 

In the said notification, - 

(i) in paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph 7(i), under sub-heading II. ―Stage (2) – Scoping‖, after clause (viii), the 

following clause shall be inserted, namely:- 

“(ix). Notwithstanding anything contained above, the period from the 1
st
 April, 2020 to the 31

st
 March, 

2021 shall not be considered for the purpose of calculation of the period of validity of Terms of Reference granted 

under the provisions of this notification in view of outbreak of Corona Virus (COVID-19) and subsequent 

lockdowns (total or partial) declared for its control, however, all activities undertaken during this period in 

respect of the said Terms of Reference shall be treated as valid.”; 

(ii) for paragraph 9A, the following paragraph shall be substituted namely:- 

“9A. Notwithstanding anything contained in this notification, the period from the 1
st
 April, 2020 to the 

31
st
 March, 2021 shall not be considered for the purpose of calculation of the period of validity of Prior 

Environmental Clearances granted under the provisions of this notification in view of outbreak of Corona Virus 

(COVID-19) and subsequent lockdowns (total or partial) declared for its control, however, all activities undertaken 

during this period in respect of the Environmental Clearance granted shall be treated as valid.”.  

 [F.No.22-25/2020-IA.III] 

GEETA MENON, Joint Secy. 

  

Note:  The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section  

(ii) vide number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14
th

 September, 2006 and was last amended vide the notification 

number S.O. 4254(E), dated the 27
th

 November, 2020. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 

and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. 
SURENDER 
MAHADASAM

Digitally signed by SURENDER 
MAHADASAM 
Date: 2021.01.18 16:16:43 
+05'30'

























 

 



 

                             


	Page 1
	16-Advt.scan copy-06.12

