Green drive: CNG may
~come to city soon

Krishnendu Bandyopadhyay | s

dolkata: Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
may come to Kolkata earlier than expected.
After the botched attempt to introduce
LPG as vehicle fuel, the state environment
department is keen to bring the clean fuel
to the city The officials will meet oil
company represeniatives and automobile
experts.on May 30 to finalize the introduction
of CNG in the city

Spearheading the move is Great Eastern
Energy Corporation

Barakar, Asansol 10 Durgapur

“GEECL has applied for a clearance. It
would be good for the environment,” sald
Biswajit Mukherjee, senior law officer in the
environment department, CNG has changed
Delhi's environment and its low price has also
made commuting cost-effective in the capital

“We will soon start supplying CNG o Dur-
gapur and then to Dankuni. We are also con-
sidering using the Durgapur Projects Limit-
ed line from Durgapur to Kolkata. But Eolkata
iz n big market and we would have to ensure
T uninterrupted sup-

Limited (GEECL)
The company has
taken the first step
by drawing coal-bed
methane from the
Asanszol-Ranigunj
coal bed area. It is
selling CNG in
Azsansol at Rs 30 kg,
A kllogram of CNG
equals  1.45 litre
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GEECL general ma-
nager V K Vasney
Being the cheap-
est fuel, CNG be-
comes an automat-
ic cholce. “An auto-
rickshaw canply 40
kilometre onakgof
CNG,” added Vas-
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petrol. “Unlike CNG
available in oil-

Hoardings like this may soon be a comman sight
in Kolkata

ney, who experi-
enced the ChNG-rage

wiells, coal-bed
methane bas the least possible impurities like
hydrocarbons, propane and butane. So, you
always get 100% combustion. This CNG does
not lead to emission of carbon monoxide el-
ther So, we are the first to bring the most én-
vironment-friendly fossil fuel to the market,”
sald Paramjeet Singh, GEECL's DGM,

The company has applied for clearance to
sell the same 1o automobile owners through
10C, its biggest franchizes. Its first target will
be Durgapur. Tt has laid a pipeline from

in Delhi during his
stint with the Gas Authority of India Limit-
ed (GAIL). Interastingly, both petrol and diesel
vehicles can switch over to CNG by adding
conversion Kits to their engines.

“CMNG will address the environmental is-
sues aswell. Both CNG and LPG are clean fu-
els. But CNG has same basic advantages over |
LPG. Also, CNG is our own natural resource. |
Secondly, CNG has an inherent security as-
pect which LPG lacks,” said Jadavpur Uni-
versity's autoimobils expert, professor P Bose.



