held in standard reservoir
rocks — coal bed methane
suffers from the problem of

low production rates, mean-.

ing that not much gas
comes out of each well.

As a result, thousands of
wells may have to be drilled
to develop a large field.

Coal bed methane also
often comes associated with
large volumes of water.
‘That water has to be man-
aged, and often needs to be
treated. Typically, a well
will at first produce a lot of
water and not much gas,
and then as it is kept run-
ning the water volume will

" decline and the gas volume
increase.

These problems are
compounded if, as several
companies are planning,
the methane is to be proc-
essed into liguefied natural
gas, super-cooled to -160°C

Coal seam methane in Queensland, Australia
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China one of the most gas-
rich countries in the world,
ahead of both Iran and
Qatar, and not far short of
Russia’s 43,300bn cubic
metres of reserves.

China has set a target of
producing 2bn cubic metres
of coal bed methane in 2010,
which would still be less
than 8 per cent of the coun-
try’s gas consumption.

The industry is hampered
by the distance between the
reserves and the main cen-
tres of gas consumption,
and the lack of an adequate
pipeline infrastructure.

Nevertheless, China’s
focus on coal bed methane
has already shown some
benefits. There were 778
gas-related accident deaths
in China’s mines last year;
still a shockingly high
number, but down from
2,171 deaths in 2005.



